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Feb. 11, 1999
Contact: Erika Mattingly
mattingly@udayton.edu
UD EXPERTS OFFER OPINIONS ON IMPEACHMENT HEARINGS
A DEVASTATING EFFECT -An acquittal of President Clinton effectively repeals
the principle of equal justice, says the Rev. John Putka, S.M., a lecturer in the political science
department at the University of Dayton.
Putka says President Clinton is being cleared of a wrongdoing that a military or
corporate leader would likely lose his job over- creating a double standard that "makes
respect for the law and law enforcement more difficult." Putka says the impeachment hearings
will have "a devastating effect on our legal system."
The standards by which future candidates will be measured have been lowered, Putka
says. "It will be pretty hard to come up with anything that would disqualify a candidate."
At the same time, Putka says the publicity surrounding the impeachment hearings has
already discouraged candidates from running for public office. "We've had a hard time getting
people to take appointed positions, much less run for office, because they don't want the
scrutiny that comes along with the job."
For media interviews, call the Rev. John Putka, S.M., at (937) 229-2594 or at home at
(937) 229-4815 .

AN OBVIOUS LESSION- Future presidents who have a yen for Oval Office hanky
panky and act on it "will get slammed for it," says Gerald Kerns, political science professor at
the University of Dayton, who says the impeachment proceedings against President Bill Clinton
provide an obvious lesson for his successors: "They should be aware that microscopic attention
will be paid to everything and anything they do."
Republicans, particularly those in the House of Representatives, are going to take a hit in
the 2000 elections, Kerns predicts as the impeachment proceedings in Washington wind down.
He recommends the party try to reconcile its various factions "or it's in for a long siege of losing
elections."
One caution from Kerns concerns the social conservative element of the Republican
Party. "I think people were frightened of the religious right types and that intrusion into private
life. I think that had a lot to do with Clinton's favorable approval rating through all of this.
They went back 20 years before he became president" in search of evidence of misdeeds, Kerns
says.
Other predictions? Even a whiff of impropriety in the way Ken Starr conducted his
investigation could prompt Janet Reno to fire the special investigator, Kerns says. And the role
of a special investigator may be drastically revamped if not abolished outright when the matter
comes up for renewal in June, he says.
For media interviews, contact Gerald Kerns at (937) 229-3650 or at home in Mason,
Ohio, at (937) 398-6581.
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